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University of the West Indies alumni are
indispensable as boosters, advocates and
marketers of the institution.  So said recently
installed Chancellor of The UWI, Professor The Hon.
Sir George Alleyne (Class of 1957), as he addressed
the annual business meeting of the Central
Executive Committee (CEC) of the UWI Alumni
Association (UWIAA), held at the Mona Campus on
April 21, 2004.

Since his installation as Chancellor in
December 2003, Sir George has echoed these
sentiments repeatedly, as he addresses UWI staff
and alumni groups around the region. The
Chancellor’s  passion for and commitment to UWI
are evident in each   address and he indicates that
he intends to take his role as President of the Alumni
Association very seriously, without infringing on the
duly constituted structures of the University.

In an address to the Annual General Meeting
of the UWIAA Barbados Chapter on June 12, 2004,
the Chancellor told alumni that he felt that he owed
the UWI, since it had contributed significantly to his
own personal and professional development and

Professor The Honourable Sir George Alleyne,
Chancellor of The Unversity of the West Indies

institution and stressed the importance of
marketing the UWI brand, urging alumni to wear
symbols of the University that indicate the extent
to which they value the brand.

In a letter which is being mailed to all UWI
alumni, Sir George challenges fellow “sons and
daughters of the Pelican” to accept a collective
responsibility to do more.  He urges UWI alumni to
make a greater contribution to the needs of the
University by supporting the UWI Development and
Endowment Fund and starting a tradition of annual
giving.  He also encourages alumni everywhere
to help the University stay in touch with them by
updating their contact information.

Sir George is the fifth Chancellor of the UWI and
the first graduate to be elevated to the highest
office of the institution.  He is one of the UWI’s first
medical graduates and a former member of staff,
having served for nine years as Professor of
Medicine and Director of the Tropical Metabolism
Research Unit.  Sir George succeeds Sir Shridath
Ramphal, who retired at the end of September
2003.

UWI graduate, Barbadian Ian Bradshaw (Class of 1997), is currently on duty with the West Indies cricket
team in England and hoping that his achievements could inspire past and present UWI students to follow their
dreams.  “It’s the realisation of a dream and goal that I’ve had for quite some time,”  he told The Tower.

The fast-bowling all-rounder and former Barbados captain has earned a reputation as a smart and
levelheaded cricketer.  In May this year, his all-round ability won many more admirers as he helped West Indies
to an exciting victory over Bangladesh in the one-day series, when the visitors had threatened an upset in
St. Vincent.  He was able to save West Indies embarrassment, batting with last man Fidel Edwards, against the
hopeful Bangladeshis.  He was named “Man of the Match”.

Bradshaw praised the move to upgrade the cricket facilities at the Cave Hill campus, suggesting that this
could greatly assist students in reaching higher levels of cricket competence.  He also stressed the importance
of facing up to the off-field challenges.  “It’s not easy to juggle studying at the university level and playing
highly competitive cricket.  In fact, it’s very difficult and calls for discipline and good time management,” said
Bradshaw, adding, “One of the major things in and out of sports that is often ignored is the question of time
management.  If you read of the achievements of prominent people in sports, one of the things they always
point to is that they make the most of the time available to them”.

Bradshaw graduated from the Cave Hill Campus with a BSc in Economics and Accounting.

UWI Alumnus Selected For West Indies Cricket Team

Ian Bradshaw in action

achievements.  He expressed his growing apprecia-
tion and conviction that UWI alumni represent one
of the most significant forms of capital of the
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Members of the UWIAA are UWI graduates
who are making a difference in the life of current
students and the continued success of their alma
mater.  Recently, Chapters presented their annual
reports to University Council, outlining their
activities in 2003.  Here is just a sample of the many
activities you could participate in as a member of
the UWIAA.

Barbados Chapter
Thomas G. Roach Professional Development
Seminar Series for Chapter members.  Topics in
2003 included: “The Sky’s No Limit”,  focusing on
professional development needs  assessment and
“Maximise Your Meetings”, which examined
meeting protocol.

Jamaica Chapter
Great Things For UWI – a fundraising programme
that supports the capital budget of the Mona
Campus.  Last year the Chapter provided an annual
scholarship, student bursaries, made donations to
the Office of Special Students, needy students and
campus beautification.

Trinidad & Tobago Chapter
Some events held included the 10th Annual Wine &
Cheese Festival, which generated its largest income
of TT$89,645; the Annual Fun and Family Day and
an independence Cruise.  Members participated in
the UWI St. Augustine Mentorship Programme and
its very successful World of Work seminars for
current students.

United Kingdom Chapter
Launched The Valerie Barrett Memorial Scholarship
to a value of US$1,000 per year for a female
medical student on the Mona Campus.

Washington D. C Chapter
Continued its Needy Student Scholarship initiative
with a presentation of US$1,000 for each campus
and facilitated the donation of 10 boxes of books,
periodicals, theses and journals to the UWI Library
at Mona from two distinguished alumni – Prof.
Franklin Knight, Professor of History at John Hopkins
University and Dr. Richard Bernal, former Jamaican
Ambassador to the United States.

      Providing ongoing input
into the governance of the
University is a vital opportunity
offered to executive members
of the UWIAA.  Members of the
Association sit on a range of
committees at both the
University and Campus levels.
At the recently concluded

meeting of the Central Executive Committee of the
UWIAA.  Mr. Ulric Warner (St. Augustine, Class of
1981), Past President of the Trinidad and Tobago
Chapter, was elected to continue until 2005 as
Alumnus Representative.  The responsibilities of this
very important office include: chairing the UWIAA’s
Central Executive Committee; acting as mentor and
coach of Chapter Presidents; and leading the alumni
team at the Annual Business Meeting of University
Council and Senate.  Presidents of the Jamaica,
Florida and Trinidad & Tobago Chapters were also
elected to serve on Council.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

ALUMNUS

REPRESENTATIVE

2004/2005

Kester Guy Shanielle Small

High scholastic achievement received rich
reward recently when the Campus held its
inaugural awards presentation for students who
won scholarships or prizes, billed “Rewarding
Excellence".  Kester Guy and Shanielle Small
received scholarship awards from the Washington
DC and Toronto Chapters of the UWIAA respectively.
Kester, from Trinidad and Tobago, is a second year
student in the Faculty of Social Sciences studying
Economics and Mathematics.  Shanielle, a
Barbadian final year student, is also studying for a
Bachelors in Economics and Mathematics.

STUDENTS WIN UWIAA

SCHOLARSHIPS

Mr. Ulric Warner
Alumnus Representative

The UWIAA Barbados Chapter at its recent
Annual General Meeting elected new officers for
2004/2005.  Leading the team is retiring Dean of
the Faculty of Social Sciences, Prof Frank Alleyne,
who was elected as President and Donville Inniss
as Vice-President.  In a message to members of the
Chapter, Prof Alleyne asserts that during the last 56
years the UWI has served the Caribbean society and
economy well.

“It has trained our youth and many not
classified as young who now hold the top
managerial positions in both private and public
sectors in the CARICOM.  We have produced
graduates who continue to demonstrate that they
can compete and win against the best in the world.
We take pride in the recent performance of our law
students who competed against the best the
Western world has to offer in a moot court
competition and won.  In 2002, one of our
graduates pursuing studies leading to the ACCA
designation placed first in the entire world in
Auditing and in the following year another placed
second in taxation,” notes Prof Alleyne.  He stresses
that there are several other examples of UWI’s
world-class performance, including UWI graduates
holding office of Prime Minister in Jamaica, Trinidad
and  Tobago, Barbados, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, St Christopher and Nevis, and Grenada,
Petite Martinique and Carriacou.  Prof Alleyne adds
that in addition to training the manpower that is
vital to West Indian development, the UWI has
generated quality research that has improved the
environment for policy-making in our region.  He
concedes that there is much more that the UWI can
and is required to do in order to support public
policies articulated by our governments.

Prof Alleyne points out that much has
changed since 1948 when a small band of pioneers
entered the Medical Faculty of the UWI.  “Enrollment
in programmes has increased to approximately
30,000 on campus, in addition to the several
thousands who are enrolled in distance learning
programmes,” he notes.

NEW PRESIDENT OF

UWIAA BARBADOS

CHAPTER RALLIES

ALUMNI

…cont’d on page 6
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If you have not visited the Cave Hill Campus
recently, you might not recognise it today.  Campus
Principal, Professor Hilary Beckles, is passionate
about beautifying and enhancing the campus
compound; maximising use of our very limited
physical space to better accommodate our popula-
tion of almost 5,000 students and staff; and
identifying new space for future growth.  The
Centre for Cricket Research is one Unit which has
been transforming the Campus landscape.  The
construction of the Indoor Cricket School, the
establishment of the 3W’s Oval, named to honour

CAVE HILL EXPANDING AND BEAUTIFYING

A view of part of the 15 acre site at the Lazaretto

three great Barbadian cricketers  and the erection
of the Cricket Walk of Fame, which marks out-
standing achievements in West Indies cricket,
have brought West Indian cricketers, fans and
visitors to the Campus.  Football has also received
some attention, with the development of a new
football facility.  The newly outfitted lobby and the
“greening” of the campus with the planting of
shrubs and plants have all brightened and uplifted
the campus compound.

Student enrollment at Cave Hill is targeted to
grow to 15,000 over the next decade.  To accom-

modate this substantial increase, the Campus has
presented a proposal to the Government of
Barbados for the acquisition of 15 acres of
contiguous land at Black Rock in the Lazaretto area
for expansion.  If this proposal is approved, it will
mark an historic development in the life of the
Campus.  The Barbados Government has declared
a policy to have one tertiary level graduate in
each Barbadian family by 2020.  In addition, the
Campus is embarking on an aggressive strategy
to reverse declining enrollment from Eastern
Caribbean Countries.

Professor Beckles points out features of the
Indoor Cricket School to West Indies captain

Brian Lara and other team officials

Site where the Creative Arts Centre will be built

Football Bleachers

3 W’s  Oval and The Sports Verandah

The Pavilion

The Cricket Walk of Fame

Lobby Entrance
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Alumni, staff and friends of the UWI in St. Lucia
commemorated the 40th anniversary of the Cave Hill
Campus in the last event on the celebration
calendar - a service of thanksgiving, which was held
on Sunday, January 11, 2004 at the Mount of Prayer
in Coubaril.  Among the distinguished graduates of
UWI Cave Hill participating in the service were:  Her
Excellency Dame Pearlette Louisy, Governor General
of St. Lucia (Class of 1969), The Hon. Dr. Kenny
Anthony, Prime Minister of St. Lucia (Class of 1983),
The Hon Mario Michel, Deputy Prime Minister (Class
of 1982), The Hon. Hilford Deterville, President of
the Senate and first St. Lucian graduate from the
Faculty of Law (Class of 1973).  UWI Chancellor
Sir George Alleyne read a lesson, while prayers were
read by   recent St. Lucian graduates Mr. Deale Lee
(Class of 1997) and Miss Tanya Warner (Class of
1994), as well as by Dr. Hazel Simmons-Mcdonald,
Dean   of the Faculty of Humanities and Education
at Cave Hill and Mrs. Charmaine Gardner, member
of the Cave Hill Campus Council and the Board of
Trustees of the Endowment Fund, both nationals
of St. Lucia.  The homily was delivered by
Monsignor Patrick Anthony. The church service was
followed by a reception at Government House
hosted by Dame Pearlette.  Kudos to members of
the planning committee chaired by Mrs. Gardner
and including the Resident Tutor of the School of
Continuing Studies, Mr. McHale Andrew and staff,
for their fine work in organising what all agreed
was a beautiful and fitting event.

Dame Pearlette greets two of Cave Hill’s oldest alumni,
Mr. Melvin Edwards (Class of 1971)
and Mr. Henry Lubin (Class of 1971)

Photos by Photobias of St. Lucia

ST. LUCIAN ALUMNI CELEBRATE CAVE HILL

“I cannot think of another country where the Governor Gen-
eral, the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister are all

graduates of the same university campus,”
Professor Hilary Beckles

Campus Principal and Pro-Vice-Chancellor

The academic procession enters the church

Campus Principal, PVC Professor Hilary Beckles
celebrates with Miss Annice Dalrymple, Cave Hill  Senior

Accountant (Class of 1984), and Mrs. Charmaine Gardiner

President of the Senate, Barrister Hilford Deterville
(Class of 1973), first UWI law graduate in St. Lucia

Governor General of St. Lucia, Dame Pearlette Louisy
and UWI Chancellor Sir George Alleyne chat with

Dr. Deborah Louisy, UWI alumna

Prime Minister of St. Lucia, The Hon Dr. Kenny Anthony,
Mrs Anthony and Deputy Prime Minister The Hon Mario Michel

in the congregation at 40th anniversary service
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ONE BIG BIG J’OUVERT PARTY!

The Godfather?  The Exorcist?  Saturday Night Fever?  Jaws?  Santana?  Donna Summer?
Earth, Wind and Fire?  The Commodores?  Boogie, Oogie, Oogie?  Afros?  Bell bottoms?  Platforms?
If any of these names mean anything to you, you must be  a “child of seventies”.  UWI is inviting
you to remember those good old days and relive the great memories of life as a student at Cave
Hill during the decade of the 1970s.  We will be hosting a 1970s Reunion Week in October this
year in collaboration with the UWIAA Barbados Chapter.  Members of the recently formed
Reunion Committee include: Wayne “Poonka” Willock, John Jordan, Martin Cox, Cicely Walcott,
Mary-Anne Redman, Harold Codrington, Maxine McClean, Grantley Smith, Ernesta Drakes,
Gladstone Best and Yvette Browne. We are looking for volunteers to help us plan events and obtain
current contact information for alumni who graduated between 1970 and 1979.  Alumni from the
1970s are also invited to nominate their peers who have distinguished themselves through their professional
achievements and service to their community or the University to receive special awards at the final dinner
celebration.  Please contact the Office of Alumni Relations for more details.

Whoooooy!  Man, ah coming
down deeeey!  Friends, food, fun,
prizes and fete were the order of the
day when the first annual all-
inclusive UWI Endowment Fund
Cropover Fete blasted off on the
beautiful grounds of Porters Great
House in St. James on August 1st,
2003.  UWI people had a grand time
moving to the tunes of three live
bands – hot soca sensations Double
Xplojun, the pumping rhythms of the
Point Fortin Engine Room out of
Trinidad and the sweet steel of the
Banks Steel Orchestra, plus DJ Dove.

You will not want to miss
the fete this year.  Make a date
for Saturday, July 31, 2004 on
Kadooment Weekend on the grounds
of one of the island’s most charming
country residences at 29 Rowans,
St. George from 3:00 to 11:00 pm.
Tickets cost BDS$100 prior to the fete
at C.S Pharmacy, Bridgetown, Ticket
Town, Sheraton and the Campus
Bookshop or BDS$125 at the gate.
All proceeds in aid of the UWI
Development and Endowment Fund
(Cave Hill), to be used to endow
scholarships, fellowships and other
financial aid for students, support
research programmes, as well as
capital development projects on the
Campus.

SEVENTIES ALUMNI TO GO BACK IN TIME

1970s Reunion Week

2004

Oct 10:   Church Service

Oct 12:   Founders Day Celebration

Oct 13:   Alumni Careers Fair

Oct 15:   Back-In-Time Lime

Oct  16:   Dinner and Awards Ceremony

Fun, prizes and FETE!!
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HELP WANTED TO PREPARE

CURRENT STUDENTS: AN OPEN

LETTER TO ALUMNI FROM THE DEPUTY

PRINCIPAL

Dear UWI Alumni,

     When our students graduate, they must behave, speak and dress
professionally and confidently, and must also be innovative as leaders
and team builders - as the saying goes they must be able to “think
outside the box”.  My office and the Office of Student Services have
recognised that, although our students graduate with academic ability
and certificates, they are sometimes lacking in other skills necessary to
function effectively in the world of work and in their professional lives
in general.

During the last academic year, we conducted a series of workshops,
which dealt with interview techniques; preparing CVs, cover letters and portfolios; career choices; and
job searching.  The workshops were well attended and the student response has been most positive.
Some participants recommended that the workshops become “a must for final year students” and “an
essential part of the UWI exit experience”.  Others enthused: “I feel truly empowered, thanks a million!”,
“Well done, great work, thumbs up UWI.”

We have an obligation to continue the workshops during the academic years ahead.    We are also
working to expand the programme to include, for example, a Career Fair, the creation of an employment
and volunteer service data-base, and a series of seminars  and lectures to cover additional topics such as
public speaking, business etiquette and presentation skills.

We need alumni volunteers to assist in delivering this programme during the next  academic year.
We run the programme on a shoestring and depend heavily on external funding.  I look forward to
hearing from those of you who would like to assist and to work with you to ensure that the Campus
experience makes a real difference in the lives of our students.  Do please contact me at
cbarrow@uwichill.edu.bb or the Office of Alumni Relations.

Professor Christine Barrow
Deputy Principal

Students practising interviewing skills at 2003 workshop

In outlining the challenges ahead, the new
President states that, “Our governments have
provided generous financial support to our alma
mater. Unfortunately,  prolonged weak economic
performance that has affected the vast majority of
CARICOM states, and a new world trading system
that has ushered in the liberalisation of tertiary
education under the aegis of the World Trade
Organisation threatens to undermine the founda-
tions of our University”.

“It is the duty of every alumnus/a wherever
he or she resides to rise to the challenge and
protect the ladder that enabled generations of West
Indians to realize their  potential and improve the
quality of their lives and their families,” urges Prof
Alleyne, adding, “We must act now to ensure that
the academic integrity of the UWI is preserved and
enhanced for the benefit of subsequent generations
of West Indians.  We must create a grand alliance
through our alumni association to garner the ideas
and mobilize the resources that will strengthen our
alma mater.”

Prof Alleyne concludes that the time for
UWI alumni to act is not tomorrow, but now.  He
closes with a plea to alumni: “I urge you to join the
executive of your alumni association in a crucial
mission to buttress the UWI.  There are few among
us who cannot recall an incident that we would wish
did not occur in our time at the UWI, but on
balance the UWI has been good to us.  Let us
resolve to strengthen the ladder that enabled us to
rise.  If we should fail to do so it will not be there
for us on the way down.”

“The West Indies cricket team and the UWI

are often referred to as the two most

enduring regional institutions that provide

West Indians with a sense of community.

We are painfully aware of the travails that

afflict our cricket during the last decade.

It appears that all we West Indians

have left is the UWI.”

Prof Frank Alleyne
President, UWIAA Barbados Chapter

…cont’d from page 2
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THANKS FOR YOUR

COMMENTS & UPDATES!

It was great to hear from you and to receive “The Tower”,  I look forward to hearing from you again.  I am proud to
be a UWI Grad.  I try everyday in my practice to uphold always the standards set from my training. I have not regretted
making the sacrifice to be a UWI grad.

Gaumatie Singh,
(Class of 1996) Attorney-at-Law, Guyana

Please allow my congratulations on the publication of “The Tower”, which itself represents the ideals on which
the University of the West Indies was founded: enhancement of the human capital through which the progress of the
West Indies, as a region, could be achieved.  However, it is noteworthy that a number of UWI graduates return to their
respective territories only to find a dearth of opportunity, or social and political limitations so stringent as to demand
migration to the more accommodating environments, often in developed countries. Hopefully, “The Tower”,will provide
a font of information, and, moreover a link to the origins which have brought us thus far.  Best wishes.

Caril Sebastian
(Class of 1997), Toronto

I am pleased to inform you that like Ms Haynes, I was a member of the group, who started at the Trade Fair site in
1963.  Initially, there were 11 non-Barbadians… We functioned as one group, particularly those of us who studied
Latin, French and English with Messrs Sealey, Mr. Leonard and Dr. Edward Baugh respectively. It was rough sitting on
those hard benches and “pretty scary” walking all the way from the Harbour into the dark alley leading to the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, close to where I lived, after our West Indian History sessions with FA Hoyos ended at 10:30 pm and all
buses had already left Fontabelle!

 Josephine Josephs
(Class of 1966), Dominica

A hearty thank you to all of you who took
the time out to call or email us to update your
contact information, let us know what is new with
you or help us to find “lost” friends.  We specially
recognise The Hon Francis Fonseca, Minister of
Education of Belize (Class of 1994) and The Hon
Juliet Holder-Allen, Chief Magistrate of Guyana
(Class of 1983) who both dropped us a note.
Congratulations on your achievements.  Thanks
also to “Lorna’s big daughter Lana” - Lana
Lawrence – who let us know that her mum, Lorna
Lawrence (nee Willis) (Class of 1967) is alive and
well in Georgetown, Guyana.  Also to Ambrose
Philip, who helped us to find Majorie Philip (nee
Neckles) (Class of 1967) in Grenada.  Thank you all
for your words of appreciation and for helping to
build a vibrant UWI alumni family.

Sonia Johnson
(Class of 1983) Editor

INBOX

CLASSNOTES
70’s

Yvette Brown (Class of 1976) appointed Principal of St. James Secondary.
(Barbados)

80's

William Payne (Class of 1981) was appointed Internal Auditor at the Bank
of Butterfield (formerly the Mutual Bank) in Barbados in April 2004.

Ezlon Griffith (Class of 1988) was appointed Credit Risk  Manager at the
Bank of Butterfield (formerly the Mutual Bank) in Barbados in April 2004.

90's

Jennifer Barrow (Class of 1990) was appointed Director of  Sales and
Marketing Worldwide of the Elegant Hotels Group in Barbados in April 2004.

Richard Blades (Class of 1992) is Business Consultant and Trainer, with
Blades & Blades Consultancy in Barbados, offering training in areas such as
personal development, debt management, and entrepreneurial venture
management.

Matthew Farley (Class of 1992) appointed Principal of the Garrison
Secondary School. (Barbados)

Oral Reid (class of 1993) appointed as Chief of Security, at the Campus.

Chay Davis (Class of 1998) was appointed Account Executive with JER
Associates a Public Relations firm in Barbados.

  In Memoriam

Kregg Nurse (Class of 1997) the first student with a
disability to graduate from the UWI, passed away on April
20, 2004 at the age of 27.  Kregg though afflicted with
muscular dystrophy, was an inspiration to all, participating
fully in every aspect of university life and graduating with
honours.  At the time of his death, he was employed at
Ernst & Young in Barbados.  Kregg was the son of Linnell,
member of staff in the Bursary at Cave Hill, and James Nurse.

Molly Reid QC, BA, LLM was admitted to practice
law as a Solicitor of the Supreme Court of the United
Kingdom in September 1983, and was admitted to the
Inner Bar upon her appointment as Queen’s Counsel in
February 1995.

She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from the
University of the West Indies in 1966 and in 1973 received a
Masters of Law.  She was a part-time tutor in Company Law
and Real Property Law in the Faculty of Law at the UWI,
Cave Hill from 1973 to 1984.

She served on the Council of the Bar Association of
Barbados for the year 1974 and represented the Bar
Association on the Committees advising on the drafting of
the Intellectual Property and Real Property legislation.

Molly Reid passed away on October 13, 2003.

If you would like to be included in Classnotes, please send your information to the Office of Alumni Relations

Molly Reid

Kregg Nurse
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Phone: 246 417-4544 or 4541/4543
Fax: 246 417-4542    Email: alumnioffice@uwichill.edu.bb
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Except otherwise indicated, all stories were researched and written by
Sonia Johnson, Business Development Officer (Class of 1983), Chelston Lovell, Communications Officer and Rose-Anne Maxwell, Administrative Assistant, Office of Alumni Relations (Class of 1999).

Editor
Sonia Johnson, Business Development Officer (Class of 1983)

 Incorrect Address?    Change of Address?
If there are errors or changes you would like to make to your address details, please contact the Office of Alumni Relations.

Save A Tree!  If you prefer to receive your next issue of The Tower via e-mail, contact alumnioffice@uwichill.edu.bb

By January 1, 2005, all member countries of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) must commit to the provisions of
the General Agreement On Trade In Services (GATS) with
regard to liberalisation of the global higher education (HE)
market.  To date, Jamaica is the only Caribbean country and
one of 44 of 145 member countries to already have
obtained parliamentary approval for GATS commitments
in liberalising HE.  Professor Hilary Beckles, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor and Principal of the Cave Hill Campus, is leading
a UWI taskforce, which has been formed to assist regional
Governments in fully examining, strategically planning and
managing the HE liberalisation process.  Professor Beckles
cautions that regional providers of HE, like UWI, now swim
in “very turbulent waters”, pointing out that UWI, as an
internationally respected academy may very well be at risk
on several fronts.

Professor Beckles has produced a paper which
discusses some of the many complex issues surrounding
HE liberalisation, in particular its likely impacts on UWI and
possible UWI responses.  The paper points out, for example,
that UWI is most vulnerable under the “Most Favoured
Nation”  principle, which in effect stipulates that if one
foreign corporation is admitted into a domestic market,

those from other countries must be admitted and critically,
given access to the same “national treatment” that is
provided to domestic suppliers.  As a consequence,
Caribbean governments could be pressed to pay 80% of a
student’s economic cost to foreign universities, as it does
now to UWI.

Under the “commercial presence” provision of Mode
3 of GATS, a foreign university in one country is allowed to
establish a physical presence in any member country and
compete for domestic public funds with local universities.
There is a very real fear that the GATS agreements will

encourage some governments to significantly reduce and
eliminate resource commitments to UWI, as other global
educational products are placed within easy reach.

Professor Beckles concludes that since the UWI
system simply cannot satisfy the demand for HE in the
region, the role of foreign providers should be encouraged,
but strategically planned and managed.  He notes that some
public and private foreign providers of HE, recognising
that UWI has an outstanding track record, especially in the
quality of its graduates, have indicated that they would
much prefer doing business with UWI through  articulation
agreements, transfer of credits or joint delivery of
programmes.  In addition, he urges that UWI itself must use
GATS to cash in on its enormous international intellectual
capital to go global with its academic product.  He urges
regional institutions and governments to be vigilant, smart
and strategic.

We are keen to hear how you feel about these issues,
as graduates of the UWI.  Will the Caribbean benefit from
the liberalisation of HE?  Or will it be overrun by foreign
institutions intent merely on making a profit?  What should
UWI’s response be to this global competition?  Drop us a line
and let us know your views.

UWI AT RISK FROM LIBERALISATION OF GLOBAL HIGHER EDUCATION MARKET

Professor Hilary Beckles

If Address Unknown, Return To:
Office of Alumni Relations,

University of the West Indies

Cave Hill Campus

P O Box 64, Bridgetown, Barbados


