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SARGASSUM INFLUX EVENTS WILL

CONTINUE OVER THE NEXT THREE

MONTHS (MAY-JULY 2020)

CURRENT OUTLOOK (MAY - JULY 2020)

SARGASSUM
S U B - R E G I O N A L  O U T L O O K  B U L L E T I N

Sargassum image sourced from Optical Oceanography Laboratory USF. 
Click on picture above to access the source image. 

Sargassum abundance intensity level 
(based on image 29 April - 5 May 2020)

Northern islands are likely to continue

experiencing mild levels of sargassum

influx with most coming in June.

Middle islands are likely to experience

moderate to severe levels increasing

significantly in mid May then decreasing

to mild levels in June, with an increase in

July.

Southern islands are likely to experience

mild to moderate levels in May,

decreasing considerably to mild levels

up to the end of July.

 

 

 

The map above is a satellite image processed to show

sargassum abundance over a 7-day period. Warm colours

represent high sargassum abundance.
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NOTE: Current levels of cloud cover on satellite images are compromising the accuracy of this forecast. 
 

 
CLICK HERE TO ENLARGE

The Eastern Caribbean can expect sargassum

influxes  over the next 3 months (red) similar

to the same period in 2019 (grey). Kindly note

that higher levels than predicted may occur,

given the limitation caused by clouds possibly

covering sargassum in this forecast.

 

The Eastern Caribbean islands have seen
moderate to severe sargassum influx events
from mid March 2020 in the middle and
southern islands. 

Currently, there is 13% less sargassum visible
out in the Atlantic than this time last year, and
52% less than in 2018, our worst year to date.

However, visibility is poor because of significant
cloud cover. This is affecting our assessment of
current sargassum abundance. 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to see photos

https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2020/comp/125/C20201192020125.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
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https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2020/comp/125/C20201192020125.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2bs968khh0g4ukr/Sargassum%20outlook%20bulletin%20prediction%20graph%20MJJ%202020.png?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/upq64rxlu918rzt/AAAab8ACtTtX9HLFSvRxpvGMa?dl=0


The 2019/2020 fishing season will continue to be

impacted by moderate to severe sargassum influxes for

the next three months, decreasing at the end of July.

Consumers can expect fewer flyingfish and more

almaco jacks (amber fish) until the end of the pelagic

fishing season.

Landing sites will be periodically affected by sargassum

inundations.

Fisherfolk should remain vigilant, and report any

sightings of large sargassum mats to fisheries

management authorities.

 

 

 

LATEST PUBLICATIONS

CHTA/CAST- Sargassum: A Resource

Guide for the Caribbean 

 CERMES/GCFI/SPAW-RAC Sargassum

Management Brief 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON SARGASSUM INNOVATION

A company based in French Guiana (with activities in the

Dominican Republic) that specializes in water, air and the

environment in the Caribbean and Latin America, are

working with several partners to develop sargassum-

based activated carbon for use in water treatment.  

 

Click on the titles below to access articles

Sargassum Inundations in Turks and

Caicos: Methane Potential and

Proximate, Ultimate, Lipid, Amino Acid,

Metal and Metalloid Analyses. (Milledge,

J.J et al. 2020)

 

USEFUL RESOURCES

Best practices handbook for Caribbean

fishers coping with sargassum 

 

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE TOURISM SECTOR

Stakeholders in the tourism industry will experience

moderate to severe sargassum influx events over the

next three months, decreasing at the end of July.

Beaches and bathing areas will be periodically

inundated with high quantities of sargassum. 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, many hotels and

other tourism businesses will be closed. However,

maintenance crews should remain on alert.

 

 

 

Acknowledgement: The development of this information product has benefited from the generous support of the Food and Agriculture (FAO) / Global Environment Fund (GEF) project 'Climate Change Adaption in the Eastern Caribbean Fisheries Sector'
(CC4FISH), and the Caribbean Biodiversity Fund (CBF) project 'Adapting to a new reality: managing responses to influxes of sargassum seaweed in the Eastern Caribbean (SargAdapt), co-financed by the International Climate Initiative (IKI) of the German
Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety through KfW. Disclaimer: The information bulletin is meant to provide a general outlook of current sargassum abundance and the likelihood of future sargassum influx events for the
Eastern Caribbean. By no means should it be used for commercial purpose, or for predicting the arrival of an influx event  for a specific location or beach. We make no warranties, either expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability or
suitability of said information. The bulletin may be freely used and distributed by the public with appropriate acknowledgement of its source but shall not be modified in content and then presented as original material. We take no responsibility for improper use or
interpretation of the bulletin.

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FISHERIES SECTOR

GCFI Sargassum Influx Response
Poster. A useful reminder at this time.

 

Pelagic Sargassum for energy and

fertiliser production in the Caribbean: A

case study on Barbados.  (Thompson et

al. 2020)

 

SUBSCRIBE TO SARGNET

LISTSERV (CLICK HERE)

Click on the titles below to download resources

Report on Sarg'Expo and the

International Conference on Sargassum 

 

Creativity from Chaos (UNDP LAC 2020) 

 

The establishment of a pelagic

Sargassum population in the tropical

Atlantic: biological consequences of a

basin-scale long distance dispersal event

(Johns et al. 2020)

 

Element concentrations in

pelagic Sargassum along the Mexican

Caribbean coast in 2018-2019

(Rodríguez-Martínez et. al 2020)

 

Sea Change (UNDP LAC 2020) 

 

Prevention and clean-up of Sargassum

in the Dutch Caribbean 

 

SARGASSUM CITIZEN SCIENCE APPLICATION

Turning seaweed into big business

(Edwards 2020). 

 

Click here for more information

For broadscale

monitoring of

sargassum strandings

across the Caribbean.

Click here to download
Epicollect5 Sargassum
Citizen Science Methods

https://www.gcfi.org/EmergingIssues/Sargassum/ONLINE-Sargassum.png
https://five.epicollect.net/
https://www.nbcsarl.com/_us/societe.php
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.ac.imperial.epicollect.five&hl=en
https://www.onecaribbean.org/wp-content/uploads/SargassumResourceGuideFinal.pdf
https://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/principal/getattachment/17762/Sargassum-Management-Brief.pdf.aspx
https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/13/6/1523
https://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/cermes/projects/sargassum/docs/sargassum_booklet_digital.aspx
https://www.gcfi.org/sargassum-influx/
https://listserv.fiu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=SARGNET&A=1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ad81un2j0qvie5y/CERMES_SargExpo%20and%20International%20Conference%20on%20Sargassum%20Report.pdf?dl=0
https://undplac.exposure.co/creativity-from-chaos?more=true
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0079661120300070?via%3Dihub
https://peerj.com/articles/8667/
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https://undplac.exposure.co/sea-change
https://www.dcnanature.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/DCNA-Sargassum-Brief.pdf
https://www.raconteur.net/sustainability/sargassum-seaweed-business
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https://www.nbcsarl.com/_us/societe.php
https://www.nbcsarl.com/_us/societe.php
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https://apps.apple.com/us/app/epicollect5/id1183858199

