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SARGASSUM INFLUX EVENTS WILL

REMAIN MINIMAL OVER THE NEXT

THREE MONTHS (OCT-DEC 2019)

CURRENT OUTLOOK (OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2019)

SARGASSUM
S U B - R E G I O N A L  O U T L O O K  B U L L E T I N

The Eastern Caribbean islands have seen

moderate levels of sargassum throughout

the summer of 2019.

The level has now decreased considerably. 

Currently, there is very little sargassum

visible out in the Atlantic.

 

 

 

Sargassum image sourced from Optical Oceanography Laboratory USF. 
Click on picture above to access the source image.

Sargassum abundance intensity level 

(24-30 September 2019)

 

Northern islands are likely to be

free of sargassum influxes through

October with mild levels to year

end.
 

Middle islands are likely to remain

relatively free of sargassum to year

end especially during late October

and November.
 

Southern islands are likely to

remain relatively free of sargassum

to year end especially during early

November.

The map above is a satellite image processed to show

sargassum abundance over a 7-day period. Warm colours

represent high sargassum abundance.
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The islands of the Eastern Caribbean

can expect to be relatively free

of sargassum over the next 3 months

(red) especially compared with the

same period in 2018 (grey).

https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2019/comp/272/C20192662019272.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png
https://optics.marine.usf.edu/subscription/modis/C_ATLANTIC/2019/comp/272/C20192662019272.1KM.C_ATLANTIC.7DAY.L3D.FA_DENSITY.png


USEFUL RESOURCES

Best practices handbook for Caribbean

fishers coping with sargassum 

 

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE TOURISM SECTOR

The decrease in sargassum influx events is welcomed

at the start of the 2019 tourism high season (December

- April). 
 

Beaches and bathing areas should remain relatively

clear of sargassum. 
 

Hotels and other tourism businesses should stay tuned

for the next issue!

 

Acknowledgement: The development of this information product has benefited from the generous support of the Climate Change Adaption in the Eastern Caribbean Fisheries Sector (CC4FISH) project of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the
Global Environment Facility (GEF). Disclaimer: The information bulletin is meant to provide a general outlook of current sargassum abundance and the likelihood of future sargassum influx events for the Eastern Caribbean. By no means should it be used for
commercial purpose, or used for predicting the arrival of an influx event  for a specific location or beach. We make no warranties, either expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability or suitability of said information. The bulletin may
be freely used and distributed by the public with appropriate acknowledgement of its source but shall not be modified in content and then presented as original material. We take no responsibility for improper use or interpretation of the bulletin.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

The  decrease in sargassum influx events coincides with

the start of the 2019 fishing season (November - June). 
 

It will be good news for flyingfish fishers and consumers

but expect fewer almaco jacks (amberfish).
 

All landing sites should remain clear of sargassum

inundations.
 

Fisherfolk and fisheries management authorities should

stay tuned for the next issue!

 

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FISHERIES SECTOR

REPORT SARGASSUM 

STRANDINGS HERE 

(CLICK HERE)

SARGASSUM EVENTS

Sarg' Expo (23-26 Oct 2019)

 

LATEST PUBLICATIONS

GCFI Conference (4-8 Nov 2019)

GCFI Sargassum Influx Response

Poster 

 

Sargassum effects on the trophic

structure of the sea urchin D. antillarium

(Cabanillas-Terán et al. 2019) 

 
Motile macrofauna associated with

pelagic Sargassum  in a Mexican reef

lagoon. (Monroy-Velázquez et al. 2019)

CHTA/CAST- Sargassum: A Resource

Guide for the Caribbean 

 
CERMES/GCFI/SPAW-RAC Sargassum

Management Brief 

 
CRFM Model Protocol for

Management of Sargassum Seaweed 

 

The Great Atlantic Sargassum Belt.

(Wang et al. 2019) 

 

SUBSCRIBE TO SARGNET

LISTSERV (CLICK HERE)

SPOTLIGHT ON SARGASSUM INNOVATION

Scan for more useful resources

Faunal mortality associated with

massive beaching and decomposition

of pelagic Sargassum. (Rodríguez-

Martínez et al. 2019) 

In Barbados, the grabs used to load sugar cane onto

trucks have proven effective at picking up sargassum

without removing sand from beaches.

Conset Bay, Barbados

P
h
o
to

 c
re
d
it: O

C
T
A

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ic
a
tio

n

Click here to watch the video

Scientists slowly unravel sargassum

mystery (Cayman Compass) 

Will we (Barbados) become the land of

the amberfish? (Nation News) 

Click on the titles below to access articles

Click on the titles below to download resources

https://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/cermes/projects/sargassum/docs/sargassum_booklet_digital.aspx
https://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/cermes/projects/sargassum/docs/sargassum_booklet_digital.aspx
https://gcrl.usm.edu/sargassum/sargassum.observation.form.php
https://www.sargexpo.fr/
https://www.sargexpo.fr/
https://www.gcfi.org/sargassum-influx/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/335501214_Sargassum_blooms_in_the_Caribbean_alter_the_trophic_structure_of_the_sea_urchin_Diadema_antillarum
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301479719313684
https://www.onecaribbean.org/wp-content/uploads/SargassumResourceGuideFinal.pdf
https://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/principal/getattachment/17762/Sargassum-Management-Brief.pdf.aspx
https://www.scribd.com/document/373866022/CRFM-Model-Protocol-for-Management-of-Sargassum-Seaweed
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/365/6448/83
https://listserv.fiu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=SARGNET&A=1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0025326X19304606
https://youtu.be/wTwI0AdIMUc?t=95
https://www.caymancompass.com/2019/10/17/scientists-slowly-unravel-sargassum-mystery/?fbclid=IwAR2PlHeMQhZ0fC9QGMhAhisqdT3owOARsIk8dcjLTFmLl1w_08p8iN9v7Zo
https://www.nationnews.com/nationnews/news/239966/land-amber-fish

